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Answer all questions.
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INFORMATION FOR CANDIDATES
The number of marks is given in brackets | | at the end of ¢

. __ ‘ _ ach question or part question.
Mistakes in spelling, punctuation and grammar may be pen

alised in any part of the paper.

—_— e

This fl"fSF‘_"':‘ Paper consists of () pPrinted pages
Copyright: Zimbabwe School Examinations Council, J2025
C ZIMSEC J2025 B

[Turn over
L N e



https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

Corbett and the Beast of Kanda

If you go to a zoo and watch the greatest of all beasts of prey pacing, loose- limbed and
lazy-looking, his yawn will reveal the teeth which can kill a buffalo with a single bite.
You will see him gathering his limbs and leaping onto a raised platform. If you stand bx
his cage and watch for a while, you will grow thankful that man-eating tigers do not

prowl in our countryside.

In India. where tigers have their homes, one of them will sometimes become a man-

eater. This change from its natural diet of buffalo and deer is always forced on the beast
by an accident to its jaw or limbs. Nevertheless, whatever the accident, the tiger will no

more make the wild charge, the perfect leap, the great bite at the neck of its prey. Lame
or maimed. he turns for food to the slow-moving, weak human beings.

One such tiger can terrorise an area of hundreds of square kilometers as it wanders over

the lands that make its domain, snatching a man here, a woman there, a child
somewhere else. In time, the killer gets bolder and more cunning, seizing its prey by
night or day and avoiding traps and hunters as though possessed with a charm. To
combat such monsters, men learn the ways of the jungle, become experts and trail such

monsters with determination over the countryside.

Such a man was Colonel 'Jim' Corbett. He knew the hills and jungles of Northern India
as most people know their own backyards. He could glance at the track which yvou and |
could not even see, and tell whether the tiger which made it was young or older, male or
female, wounded or sound. He could trace a tiger's passage through the jungle by
listening to the alarm calls of a deer, monkey and bird; and could tell from crushed grass
that a tiger had stepped there three minutes before,

He also had a sixth sense which warned him of danger. One day, he was following up @
trail when this uncanny sense brought him up with a jerk. He knew that a man-eating
tiger had its eyes on him and that it lay hidden only a few metres away.
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6 Staying stock-still, he searched carefully around. Before him, rose a steep hillside.
Below this, there was a valley, wooded and filled with the warm wild-life of India.
Against the hillside, under a bank of fern, lay the carcass.of a buffalo. That was the end
of the trail he had followed, for on the previous night the man-cating tiger he had been
hunting for weeks had killed and carried off a captive buffalo. There lay the buffalo,
carried there by the tiger, and nearby, so his sixth sense warned him, the tiger lay
hidden, watching him. Jim Corbett gazed intently, waiting for a move.

7 In a few minutes, though 1t must have seemed like hours, the bushes stirred. The tiger
broke out of its hide and went bounding up the hillside. Corbett threw up his rifle and
took a quick shot at the racing, bouncing target. The tiger fell backwards, roaring. Over
and over it tumbled down the hillside, still roaring, and Jim Corbett's mind raced.
wondering what he would do when it landed at his feet.

h Before it had reached half-way to him, the animal recovered, the roaring stopped and, as
though nothing had happened, it dashed on up the hill and out of sight. Corbett found
later that his bullet had made a flesh-wound in the leg, then ricocheted off a rock and
smashed into the tiger's jaw, hurting it, though without doing much harm. At the time,
he only realised that the wound was slight and concluded that the tiger would make off
into the hills; he had lost the chance of making an end of it.

) The next morning, he again visited the kill, in the hope of picking up clues about the
tiger. To his amazement, he found fresh tracks leading to and from the carecass and
some of it had been eaten. Surprising though it was, the tiger had been so unimpressed
by the wound that it had come back to the same spot for a meal. Jim Corbett realised

that this tiger took a lot of frightening.

10 He decided to try one of the tricks learnt in half a lifetime, amid the jungles. He had
discovered that if a tiger has been slightly wounded, it will not come to another tiger
when it roars out its call. Why this should be, he did not know, but experience had
proven it. Now, with his rifle ready, he tried to entice the tiger.

11 Filling his lungs, he gave a perfect imitation of the tiger's long, gurgling call.
Immediately, from the hills, the tiger responded with its own, fierce cry. Corbett called
again, and anyone listening would have sworn that a tiger was roaring out its combined
challenge and invitation. Once more, it replied and Corbett tried again - and so it went
on, call answering call. However, the tiger would not budge from wherever it lay
hidden in the hills and Jim Corbett concluded that it was too wary to come down in
broad daylight; he would have to think of something else.

12 As the tiger had already visited its kill since being shot, Corbett guessed it might try
again. I'his would give him the chance of carrying out his old routine of sitting up at
n!ght over the Kill, waiting for the tiger to come within range of his rifle - a much more
difficult and dangerous task than it sounds to be; not least because the hunter must
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nearly alwavs be alone = two people make 100 muc‘h noirsc nnfi 'glxt')t:l:::(:,l:lﬁ]tl;i:(;o;; :luch
;m;;ic:tv. First. he had to find a tree. llc.scarchcd with cxpcnht;} :—;tisﬁcd wrobipire
trom which he could actually see the Kill. Al last, he had to ‘L wr e
overlooked the miniature valley, along which he felt sure the tiger *

nmght.

That evening. as the sun was going down, he climbed up the tree and Smu?" ‘; br?nch
about eight feet above the ground. Very soon. after he had settled himselli, a an'_i,ur .
monkev let out a shrill cry of alarm. Corbett searched the trees across the }'allc:. , trying
to catch sight of the Izmgﬁr. It went on crying out and he soon discovered it m'thc top of
a tree and ;ccming to look straight at him. He decided th_at the monkey had mistaken
him for a leopard. for leopards are one of the monkey tribe's eternal fears. The langur

continued calling until night cast its blackness over the jungle.

In the darkness. Corbett waited, straining eyes and ears, seeing nothing but the stars,
hearing nothing but the background buzz of the night-time jungle. Suddenly. he started,
senses alert, heart pounding; a stone had rolled down the hillside and struck against the
base of the tree in which he was perched. Following the stone, came a soft, vet heavy,
padding sound. The tiger had arrived, but not in the way he had expected: it was coming

downbhill, straight for his tree. A deep, angry growling sounded in his ears. Things had
taken a dangerous turn.

Now he understood why the langur had been so worried. It had been watching the tiger,
while the tiger had been watching Corbett climb up the tree. This tiger was a beast
which had lost its fear of men, which before now had prowled into crowded villages at

night in search of an unbarred door. This tiger had been injured the previous day, and
now 1t was angry, pacing about the tree, growling. -

At about three metres above the ground, Jim Corbe

it felt far f; ‘ B
standing on its hind legs, rom being safe. By

: + _‘hc tiger could easily grab his ankles and heave him down to a
hideous death. His experience reminded him of the danger of shooting from close range

at an angry tiger. Many a good hunter had perished under the claws and teeth of an

animal made furious b\ such a shot in the dark_ Yet, he could not just sit there and wait
for the beast to fasten its teeth on his ankles: s %

rifle round and pushed it between his 0, slipping the safety catch, he brought the
at least 1t would n{cct the fﬂ\u.n W arm and his side. If the tiger should reach Up NOw,

e rifle first. As he made this move. a really menacing growl
came from below., - .. acing grg

They waited, tiger and man, like cat
for a while, then it would pace aboy
fashion. At last, with a sigh of relie
under great teeth; the tiger was o

and mouse, Sometimes the tiger would stay silent
‘} ll_lc lrfrc, growling in a deep and Imir-misi;\g
s llu.Jl:::ll (l‘]‘fbfl'll I}card. the sound.qf bones cracking

- He sat listening and waiting.

e,
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a llltop, according to arrangements of the night before, his colleagues called out the
clear 'Cooce’ of the hill-folk. At this sound, the tiger broke away from its meal and
Corbett at last caught sight of 1t, speeding up the hill.

Springing his limbs into action, focusing his eyes along the sights of his rifle, Jim
Corbett pulled the trigger. As the bullet struck, the tiger gave a great roar, turned and
charged at the tree the hunter sat in. It looked straight up at him, roared again and
sprang. The ritle cracked and a bullet tore into the chest of the tiger as it hurtled in mid-
air.

Spurn round by the force of the bullet, the tiger fell short, crashing into the tree just

below Jim Corbett's feet. Off the tree, it bounced and tumbled down into the valley. The

hunter heard 1t charge through the water, and the water was stained red. Along the
valley, it staggered. crashing and splashing until, suddenly, the sounds ceased.

-.\_-‘

him Corbett climbed down the tree, massaged his cramped limbs back to life and

tollowed the tiger's trail down the valley. His colleagues came down to see what had
happened and gasped with dismay at the blood which lay thick on Corbett’s clothés. He
laughed and took them a little further away along the valley to see where the crafty,
bold. courageous, man-eating tiger of Kanda lay dead.

Adapted from: The Wonder Book of Adventure: Hunting a Man-Eater. pages 20-25.

Written by Irish David, published by Ward Lock and Company Limited, London.
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' the answer paper proy ided.
- . questions 0N
Answer all the g

you are advised 10 answer them in the order set
"ou are adve

1]

i soakt s AL BHLT g e
(a) What shows that the UgeT kills its prey W ith ease’.

From p_amgraph 2

(b) ()  What makesa tiger prey O

[1]

n man?

~ med tioer?
(i)  Why does man hecome an easy target for a lame or maimed tiger? [1]

From parauraph 3

(¢) Explain the meaning of the following expression as it 1s used in the
passage: 'trail ... with determination.’

2]

From paragraph 4

(d) What does the writer imply by comparing Corbett's knowledge of the jungle

with people's knowledge of their backyards? [1]
From paragraph 5
[1]

() What inborn quality enabled Corbett to feel the presence of the tiger?

From paragraph 6

() How does the discovery .
ry of the carc bett conclude the
presence of the tiger? S taale 06 [1]
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From the whole passage

e E o

(¢) Choose five of the following words or phrases which are in bold print in the
passage. For each of them, give one word or short phrase (of not more than
seven words) which has the same meaning that the word or phrase has in the
passage.

l. seizing (paragraph 3)

IJ

. sound ( paragraph 4)

toJd

. stock-still (paragraph 0)

4. carcass (paragraph 9)

‘N

. entice (paragraph 10 )
. budge (paragraph 11)

~J O\

. hideous (paragraph 14)

7"

. perished (paragraph 16)
5]

Part of the passage describes how Corbett hunted and killed the tiger. Write a summary
describing Corbett's actions, feelings and thoughts from the time the tiger appeared, up
to the time he killed 1t.

Use only material from paragraph 14 to the end of paragraph 20.

Your summary. which should be in continuous writing (not note form), must not be
longer than 160 words, including the given ten (10) words. Each word should be
written in a separate box on the grid answer sheet provided by Zimsec in the answer
booklet. If you make a mistake, cancel the word(s) and write the correct word(s) in the

same box(es) above or next to the cancelled word(s). -

Begin your summary as follows:

As Corbett sat hearing the buzz of the jungle, he ....
[20]
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S BTN TING LANGUAGE STRUCTURES (10 MARKS)

e wll the tollowing (uestions,
OBt s pend more than 30 minutes on this section.

(ol Cliiae the comrect word from those in brackets to complete the following
settteniess Wite the correct word only,

(i Fhe woman twho/whom) Corbett trained to hunt is now an expert. [1]
(1) (i idenee/Ineidents) of human attacks by the Kanda tiger have
llll.'*il’ []]
(1) (1 Wilte the correct form of the word in brackets to fill in the gap.
[ biy ol rewrite the sentence.
flie b illing of the Kanda tiger was a (hero) act. [1]

Wilte the apposite of the anderlined word in the following sentence.

| bis 1ieil lt'Wlill' the sentence,
ppproved some of Corbett's claims about the tiger. [1]

(1)

( 1her experts

. word from the following sentence which shows gender

‘ iy | o |
L - “write it to include both sexes. Wril¢ the correct word

b and re ot
anly thit shows gender neutrality.

o Chairman of the Tiger | lunting Association. [1]

(o hett wis appoint

or could not catch the speeding deer.

another word with the same sound as the

| . . .”“-"L‘C “‘il"g . ) . |
Construc! £& it anine. Underline the word in your
< different meaning., ]
deer, but has @ d )

(1) [ 1y Jmmie U

wiord
I;l"l""‘l"'r

. ' ‘, .. J

[1]

Ay the sul IR

(N hmm’h-

' h(""(',’t'(.‘ﬁ l- 2- 3-

Sowing (WO sentences using neither...nor, without
qaning of the sentences:
qunity wits unhappy. It was unsale because of the
” 0l (e JTUNE

[1]

,,"‘f;l""
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(¢) In English Language. when adjectives follow each other in a sentence, they
are ordered as follows:

. OpINIon

. S1Z¢

. physical quality e.g. muscular
. age

-colour

. Or1gin

. matenal

. lype

. purpose

O 00 ~J O\ DN £ LW I) r

Re-write the following sentences, rearranging the adjectives in brackets
appropriately to follow their sentence construction order.

(i) Corbett was an (Indian, young, experienced) hunter. [1]

(ii) The beast of Kanda was a (dark brown, huge. charmmg.
man-eating) tiger. [1]
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